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to the disadvantage of the labourer. No civilized Government
can afford to be indifferent to the fate of its toiling millions. But
let us not leave everything to the Government. Let those interest-
ed in rural welfare create in these people consciousness of their
rights and the desire to fight for them. Rights have always to be
won. They never take the form of Christmas gifts. Associations
of rural .workers should be formed. Even if these associations
do not last very long, they will help to weed out such feudal
practices as begar, nazarana, under-payment of wages, etc.

Proprietary Rights in  Village Sites

It has already been explained that the threat to eject a man
from his hut or to demolish it is a powerful weapon in the
Zamindar's hands for extorting begar. Past experience shows
that this power is often abused. It would, therefore, be desir-
able to divest the Zamindar of proprietory rights in the home-
stead land of tenants and labourers.' The Zamindar need net
take fright at the suggestion. This will not involve any financial
loss to him, He pays no revenue for the village site and does
not charge ] his labourers and tenants any rent for the plots of
land on which stand their huts.

Proprietary rights in land occupied by the houses of tenants
and labourers should in theory as well as in practice vest in the
State and the present occupants should be recognized as les-
sees without the right to sublet or transfer. On the death of a
lessee the right of occupation of a house should automatically
pass to his heirs. When there is no claimant to a house, all oc-
cupants having migrated or died, the dwelling might be assign-
ed to another person by the village panchayat, a body to be
elected (from amongst the tenants and labourers) on the basis
of adult franchise. Fresh allotments of land for construction of
dwellings may be made by this body with the advice of the
ePatwari. But these bodies should not be empowered to eject a
family from its dwelling.

The idea underlying the proposed restriction of the rights
of transferability and subletting is to prevent the Zamindars from
buying up again the homestead land or the dwellings. More-
over, 'If is not desirable that labourers and tenants should borrow
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